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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty 
defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and 
was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-9, are rejected imder 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sculler et 
al (Hereinafter Sculler U.S Patent 6, 901 . 376). 

As per claim 1 , Sculler discloses a method of exchanging data between a 
buyer and a plurality of multiple suppliers via an internet supplier on-line 
system: 

generating by a buyer a request for a quotation from at least some of the 
plurality of suppliers for a cost of a part or device(see column 1 lines 61-67 and 
column 2 lines 1-14 and column 4 lines 62-67 and column 5-9 lines 1-67) 
determining if the request for the quotation will include attachments; generating 
documents when the request for quotation will include attachments, wherein the 
request for quotation and attachments include both engineering and business 
documents determining which of the plurality of suppliers are to be provided 
with the request for quotation and attachments{see column 1 lines 61-67 and 
column 2 lines 1-14 and column 4 lines 62-67 and column 5-9 lines 1-67) 
inquiring whether all suppliers to be provided with the request for quotation and 
attachments are registered on the supplier on line system; 
registering the suppliers not on the supplier on-line system; 
notifying the buyer, automatically by the supplier on-line system, of the 
registration of the suppliers(see column 1 lines 61-67 and column 2 lines 1-14 
and column 4 lines 62-67 and column 5-9 lines 1-67) 

determining whether the request for quotation is for a commodity part or device 
or is for a non-commodity part or device; 
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building the request for quotation, wherein the building includes joining the 

business and technical documentation into a request for quotation pack; 

registering information in one of a item bidding process for commodity parts or 

devices or a service bidding process for non-commodity parts or devices(see 

column 1 lines 61-67 and column 2 lines 1-14 and column 4 lines 62-67 and 

column 5-9 lines 1-67) selecting the suppliers that are to receive the request for 

quotation pack; making the request for quotation pack available to selected 

suppliers on a supplier on-line system web site; and 

e-mailing all suppliers that the request for quotation pack is available at 

the web site, (see column 1 lines 61-67 and column 2 lines 1-14 and column 4 

lines 62-67 and column 5-9 lines 1-67), 

As per claim 2, Sculler discloses further including: 
reviewing, by the supplier, the available request for quotation pack; responding, 
by the supplier, by generation of a quotation corresponding to the request for 
quotation pack, submitting the quotation to the recited supplier on-line web site; 
and e-mailing automatically by the supplier on-line system, the buyer that the 
supplier has entered a quotation, (see column 1 lines 61-67 and column 2 lines 
1-14 and column 4 lines 62-67 and column 5-9 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 3, Sculler discloses further including: 
analyzing automatically the request for quotation pack to determine a last day 
available for the supplier to respond, determining, if the day the quotation is 
provided by the supplier is prior to the last day to respond to the request for 
quotation pack; and providing the buyer with the capability to review quotations 
for request for quotation pack received prior to the last day to respond, (see 
column 1 lines 61-67 and column 2 lines 1-14 and column 4 lines 62-67 and 
column 5-9 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 4, Sculler discloses further including: 
determining whether a need exists to alter the last day for responding to a 
request for quotation; 

altering the last day suppliers may respond to a request for quotation; 
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and transmitting, automatically, e-mail notifications to the suppliers that the last 
day to respond to the request for quotation has been altered, (see column 1 
lines 61-67 and column 2 lines 1-14 and column 4 lines 62-67 and column 5-9 
lines 1-67), 

As per claim 5, Sculler discloses wherein the action of making the request 
for quotation with the attached documents available to select suppliers includes 
synchronizing the data in the request for quotation with internal and external 
databases in order to transfer the files to a designated web site, (see column 1 
lines 61-67 and column 2 lines 1-14 and column 4 lines 62-67 and column 5-9 
lines 1-67). 

As per claim 6, Sculler discloses further including a action of downloading 
documentation from sources outside of the supplier on-line system for 
inclusion into the request for quotation pack, (see column 1 lines 61-67 and 
column 2 lines 1-14 and column 4 lines 62-67 and column 5-9 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 7, Sculler discloses further including an automatic document 
transfer process which generates files to be included in the request for 
quotation pack wherein the automatic document transfer process transfers the 
generated files to individual supplier folders maintained on a back end 
supplier on-line server, (see column 1 lines 61-67 and column 2 lines 1-14 and 
column 4 lines 62-67 and column 5-9 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 8, Sculler discloses further including an upload document 
transfer process wherein a supplier is able to upload document information 
to the supplier on-line system which may be received by the buyer, (see 
column 1 lines 61-67 and column 2 lines 1-14 and column 4 lines 62-67 and 
column 5-9 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 9, Sculler discloses further including: 
registering part or device number information within the bidding process for 
the commodity parts or devices; and 

selecting the documentation that is to be attached to individual parts or 
devices of the request for quotation to form the request for quotation pack. 
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(see column 1 lines 61-67 and column 2 lines 1-14 and column 4 lines 62-67 
and column 5-9 lines 1-67) 



3. The prior art of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
Applicants disclosure. 

Liddy Eder (US Patent 6, 026, 388) teaches user interface and other 
enhancements for natural language information retrieval system and method. 

Kohorn US PATENT: 5, 508, 731 ) teaches generation of enlarged 
participatory broadcast audience. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Clement'B Graham whose telephone number 
is 703-305-1874. The examiner can normally be reached on 7am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on 703-308-0505. The 
fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are 703-305-0040 for regular communications and 703-305-0040 for 
After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 



Conclusion 
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